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from the point of view of politics and economics the
human race has at its disposal all the apparatus and the
necessary means of communication needed for a world
system. The whole globe has been fairly well explored
and mapped, and its resources are known to a consider-
able extent. The U.S.S.R. has even established a
meteorological station at the north pole. There is
also available a store of experience of large-scale inter-
national organization in the shape of the records of
inter-allied work during the closing years of the war.
That the technical means are adequate for the organiza-
tion of co-operation in human relationships on a universal
scale may also be deduced from the fact that it is the
existence of these means which makes co-operation so,
essential. It is partly because the modern life depends
for its success upon access to the resources of the whole
world that concerted action is needed.
One of the chief obstacles to progress is that hardly
two nations in the world are at the same stage of political
evolution. Some nations, such as France and Great
Britain, have been nationally conscious, independent
sovereign states for centuries. Others, such as Germany
and Italy, only reached that stage within living memory.
Yet others, such as Czechoslovakia, have only come of
age as independent states since the war. As a general
rule, the " state of mind " known as Nationalism varies
in violence and intensity with the length of time it has
been in existence. Young states tend to be more self-
assertive in respect of their sovereign rights than old.
No progress in international co-operation is possible
until all states, great and small, are prepared to sacrifice
some of their national sovereignty upon the altar of
world order. The League of Nations, in attempting to